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Vermont h** been learning the hard,; 

««y It is W-prepared to deal with many of 
the complex and costly repercussions'el. 
toxic waste pollution — from a need lor 
timely identification of suspected toxic 
waste sites. In a need (or speedy emergen*. 
ey action when serious pollution , Is 
detected, to a need lor effective clean-up 
2nd waste disposal. *

A live-month Investigation of piddle and ; 
private documents, and extensive Inter­
views with scoresof Individuals associated 
with several serious toxic waste easel in . 
Vermont, revealed the following: ''■ =
□ Inadequate staffing end financing ofe . 

variety of state environmental and health 
agencies that are responsible lor keeping 
Vermont's environment and workplaces. 
sale from toxk waste contamination.,

.......................p ; ».v/.

communication'among somo-.stato and 
' federal agencies responlUe for hsTsrdous

. _a - t..la .''.‘■ieela'-material ;and -.toxic.'twiud^^deUcttoa;,v
WUUtmwwII iUM rvusuw; «• •» ’
financial dlfficuUles and found themselves 

»ek asslsUnoe ln:way*Ithey 
^^Uck^^^onslveness' by rsomel:-^found humiliating.1"

: ^uarW/nt^aMnriM^to ^TP111*^ ' of'fyjt'H» federal government has a program 
wart* fOTtafnln»tion ' -designed to deal with problems such M

-SEES m SZZu:** >***■ . Vita.»Mb,^■*"?“£““*££
F“tt “ * “ v-A-; '•>T. ■■■ \ tlces.- U is called the Superfund program

o'Difficult • heallhandl«*isocurity:7;aod came into being with passage of Uw 
dSc£^S?-workeif 1 where •hjuardpusi^-Comprehenjlvo 5’rtromjwWWyjJ, 

:-.ftUrtftl«iir#ba|nghnn<iW''’J A}’Compensation end Liability Act of 19W.^^Staadequato ktoto and federal Uw. to;/}, The lew requires "ftgLJ
haiwUe toxic.waste case* too small toyhaxardous waste to lootify the federal 
aualifv for federal cleanup funds but too government, but the federal - government

*tyf!£a of any eme^cy

WUU.nu.o.n W .W-* ' - ' P«

a.i» woret onea could rMCh ^ Prob1*® — were net <® Urn list.Several ’fJMMu55$" • ^ ^ alias that have bett«ubj^ to^to

w. Sttco Inc.-’thermometer: plant-In 
'•Poultney and Urn WUllamstewn pollution V}1,' 

problem — wen not on the list."Several

VennM?s llstof potential baxaidou*"/;^action!In the'past year Included Mltec

fi;wastesites wasdevelopedprimarily lrom;><Slectioalce, Ltd. In WUUitoo, Catamount; :
Um EPA Superfund Ust; However. V«^;V; Dyers In Bennington, Gas Co. of Vermont , ' 
SLfTLSofEwliwnsatalConserve* vi In Barre. Safety Clean la Barre, U»Ver-y.

■ nifMaia admit their list ol to problem :, moot Morgen Convenience Store in Barm >

'>in«i«a’nartlv: because (bey relied oo.-'ViwnmoetonUieageney ellsteither. •.
federal offtclals to give them inlormatlonif ' Bichard Valentlnottl, director of the Eop 

- .^fvi^iVh^au^the aeeney doesnot'vlnmmenUl Agency’s air and solid waste .i.

; havetoe funds to conduct its own study; 'k programs, says .2The“ttst does not include some of the V'dumps and corporations generating bau* 
'•S£LtaNfermontfnordoe.Uinclude• , d*a .western VTS?*
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s Toxic Waste Problem?
(Continued from Pa« One)

reported. It Is possible that these sites 
could go undetected for years, he say*.

As is the ease nationally, there may also 
be small and large factories and landfills 
statewide that closed years ago, with no 
one left to tell what was dumped and where.

Thus, any synopsis of Industries and 
landfills posing hazardous waste problems 
for Vermont is based on information from 
those companies reporting to the agency or. 
that have come under investigation. ' 

Taking that into consideration, this is a 
synopsis of those sites (exclusive of the 
Staco Inc. thermometer plant in Poultney 
which is dealt with In more detail 
elsewhere) which have been identified as 
potential, or actual hazardous wastepro- 
ijlems in Vermont:

UNinBST COUP., WILL1AMSTOWN: 
In lBtO, chemically contaminated 
wastewater from Interstate Uniform Ser­
vice, an industrial dry-cleaning plant later 
renamed the UnUirst Corp., leaked onto 
land near the town's elementary school, 
fusing the eventual evacuation of two 
families living In nearby homes. Teats of 
tba municipal water supply showed high 
levels of dangerous.chemicals and U was 
determined that the water supply would 
have to be replaced.
; Unlfirat and others also had dumped 
hassrdous wastes In the town’s landfill over 
the years.

At a meeting called to discuss the water 
problem, resident Raymond Duff, a father 
of five, said he feared wells on his property 
were polluted. He had expressed bis con­
cern to state officials previously, but had 
boon unsuccessful to getting anyone to tost 
Us well.
- Stole testa showed tba wells were con­
taminated with trichloroethylene, 
tetracbloroetbylane, and 1.1 
dlchloroethane, all suspected carcinogens. 
The wells were immediately shut down.;

. further Investigation showed a-brook 
near tba elementary school, solls^naxt to

- the school and the air inside and outside tba
school >contained fluctuating levels' of 
pollutants. Unlfirat, located In the middle of 
Uw area, was considered the

■. ... '? “
The pollution extended from the Uniftrat 

plant to the town landfill and sites la Plain- 
Held and Randolph where sludge from the 
pu«t had been dumped. Later tests showed, 
that the Great Brook, which flows Into the 
Winooski River end has e trout farm on Ua 
banka, contained H parts per billion 
tetrachlorethylane.

Unlflrst baa since closed Us dry cleaning 
operation to WUltamstowa and there an 
several lawsuits pending. Dirt from’ a 
hillside behind tba plant where chemical 
•lodge had been burled was removed and 

to Made! City, NX. a certified

ships Us wastes, including junk batteries.
LYNDONVILLE DUMP (DARLING 

HILL), LYNDONVILLE: Contains metal 
hydroxide sludges, solvents, paint sludges, 
reactives, corrosives, ignitable wastes and 
spent cyanide solutions which U is feared 
are contaminating the town water supply.

TANSlSTOR ELECTRONICS. BENN­
INGTON: Solvents and acids (approx­
imately 2,000 gallons) were dumped here. 
Excess leaded water, estimated at greater 
than S parts lead per million, was discharg­
ed into a ground area where from time to 
time soil was removed. Tantalum, 
moderately to::ic by Inhalation, and other 
chemicals toxic to the ctrculatton system, 
were also dumped here. Enforcement ac­
tion is planned by tbe Agency by 
September.

VERMONT AIR NATIONAL GUARD, 
BURLINGTON: Waste jet fuel was dispos­
ed of here over a long period of time and a 
fire training pit located here is being 
monitored for hazardous waste contamina­
tion of tbe environment. After a 
preliminary assessment by the agency, fur­
ther action was recommended. Federal of­
ficials are currently monitoring and collec­
ting samples here and making plans for 
remedial action through the U.S. Depart- 
mentofDefense. .

CATAMOUNT DYERS, BENNINGTON:
A bankrupt company, Catamount has been 
ordered to remove on-slle wastes of 
numerous kinds used in the dyeing process.
A notice of violation has been served, but 
legal action ts In question because of tbe 
bankruptcy. Anne Whitely issued an order 
for the Environmental Agency to the 
trustee of the bankruptcy ordering removal 
of hazardous waste. In return, the company 
filed a notice of Intent to abandon saying 
the plant has no worth. Drums have split 
open inside the building and pose a hazar­
dous waste danger, according to the stale. 
Tbe state has opposed the company's intent 
toabandon.

Tbe following are controlled sites which 
are being cleaned up or have been cleaned 
up, or sites which the slate is monitoring:

AGRICO FARM CENTER, BRAD­
FORD: Approximately too lbs. of fertilizer 
with pesticide.

BROWNINO FERRIS INDUSTRIES 
LANDFILL, ROCKINGHAM: Contains 
oils, coolants, solvents, and plating waste 
sludge. Currently being monitored by the 
Environmental Agency's Solid Waste 
Management Program.

BURLINGTON LANDFILL, BURL­
INGTON: Contains mixed municipal 
refuse, solvents, plating waste sludge. Tbe 
attorney general's olfice, following a 
recommendation by former Environmen­
tal Secretary Brendan Whittaker, filed



wre cottar." -— •1But tbe situation la tar irom resolved. 
Earlier UiiB month, Gov. Uadelelne M. 
Kunin asked the attorney general's office to 
renegotiate an agreement between the 
state and Unlflrst signed by tbe previous 
administration In early January.

Kunin wants Unlflrst to pay a settlement 
larger than the $91,500 previously agreed to 
to ensure the construction or rehabilitation 
of the municipal water supply.

Attorney General Jeffrey Amestoy also 
was asked to negotiate an agreement under 
which groundwater contamination from 
the Unifirst site would be corrected, and 
contaminated sol] from the Unifirst proper­
ty and sludge from the Williamstown 
Wastewater Treatment Plant would be 
removed and properly disposed of.

Kunin has threatened to ask tbe EPA to 
bring suit against Unlflrst 11 tbe state Is 
unable to reach an agreement with the 
company.

THE PARKER LANDFILL, LYNDON: 
Water quality samples conducted as part of 
ongoing monitoring of ^arker Landfill 
showed potential carcinogens and toxic 
chemical contamination or groundwater 

i and surface water In the Immediate vicini­
ty of the landfill. Further tests showed 

I trace amounts of chemicals commonly 
referred to as chlorinated hydrocarbons In 
nearby stream samplings and onto the land 
below.

I Low levels of contaminants were found In
I three of 11 private wells tested Oct. 1,19*4.
1 sheep which bad been drinking from a 
I stream which flowed through the landfill 
| had to be slaughtered earlier this month 
I because they contslned high levels of 
I trlchloroethene.
I Dr. Lloyd Thompson, owner of the sheep 

and the town health officer, became 
1 n>fpfriniiB iut year when bis Dock had a 

higher than average lambing loss; one 
I lamb was born deformed and an otherwise 

healthy ram was found dead.
I Volatile organic compounds were 

detected in water samples collected above 
and below the stream flowing through 

| Thompson’s property.
I Tbe Passumpslc River Is threatened with
I contamination from trtchioroetbene and 
I other dangerous chemicals which are seep- 
I |ng out of the landfill. Contamination of two 

private water supplies on route, to tbe 
I passumpslc has already occurred.
I An Investigation of the extent of con- 
I lamination Is ongoing. Twenty-five sampl- 
I kng devices were Installed in tbe brook 
I which flows through the landfill to where It 
I empties Into tbe Passumpsle River.
I Samples of trlchloroethene (TCE) In these 

samples ranged from below detection 
I limits to 2,791 partsper billion.

The testing occurred after two residents 
I became concerned about a pit of green Ik 
I quid near which children had played. At a 

public meeting in September, State Air and 
I Solid Waste Director Richard Valentinettl 
I told residents the site probably posed no 
I pollution problems, although tests con- 
I ducted by the Environmental Agency taken 
I the previous spring showed high levels of 
I TCE and other contaminants.

ORLEANS DIVISION OF ETHAN 
1 ALLEN INC., ORLEANS: The Orleans 

Dlvison of Ethan Allen Inc., a household

Bennington

Globe Union, Johnson Controls 
Bennington

Actual or Potential 
Hazardous Waste Sites

MwbrSwnTrwM

furniture production company, reported 
that 9,000 cubit feet (550 gallons) per month 
of stains, lacquers, glues, solvents and 
other waste-finishing materials were 
disposed of on a four-acre area at the plant 
from 1953 to 1979.'

Alter 1979, tbe company sent Us wastes to - 
tbe Barton sanitary landfill. Its first bazar-• 
doua waste shipment to a certified disposal 
aite did not occur until June, 1982.

Environmental Agency officials said the 
plant’s owners have cooperated in 
evaluating and monitoring the on-slte land- 
All to determine potenUal remedial actions.

The landfill is located in a marshy area, 
abut M0 feet from the Barton River and ad-’

- Jscent to the company softball field. It is 
not fenced off. Some crushed drums are', 
visible. Surface water flows through tbe \ 
site into the wetland beyond.

The site Is being carefully monitored for. 
potential environmental and health 

' hazards and remedial action will be taken . 
If the agency determines that hazardous 
wastes from tbe landfill, could migrate to 
tbe Barton River.

PINE STREET CANAL, BURL­
INGTON : On tbe EPA’s Superfund list, this . 
40-acre site contains coal tar sludge and.: 
other problem wastes. It Is being monitored 
by tbe Vermont Agency of Transportation 
which wants to build the 1-09 southern con­
nector over 11 acres of the landfill. An EPA 
grant of about $750,000 was received for ex­
cavation of tbe Maltex Pond which is near-; 
ly pure coal tar, according to Anne Whltely, 
an attorney working with the Envlronmen-. 
tal Agency. The agency says It may cost as 
much as $1 million to clean this site and U 
expects to seek reimbursement, at least In - 
part,-from Green Mountain Power Co.,: 
whose old coal gasification plant Is con­
sidered responsible lor much of Un coal 
tar.

SPRINGFIELD LANDFILL, SPR­
INGFIELD: Chemicals dumped at the Spr­
ingfield landfill are considered dangerous 
enough that the site was also listed on Uk 
federal Environmental Protection Ag' 
cy's list of national hazardous waste s*.

No one knows If It and the Pine Street Canal 
site are the worst sites in the state because 
there has never been a statewide survey of 
hazardous waste sites. Without such a 
survey no one knows the extent of pollution 
of Vermont's land, water and air. This site 

- contains oils, solvents, paint sludges, heat 
treating salts, plating and etching wastes, 
acids. No Superfund money has been 
released thus far. EPA sayslt wtu sue 
potentially responsible parties who 
dumped here for cleanup expenses.

MITEC SYSTEMS COBP., W1LLISTON: 
The Vermont Attorney General’s Office 
tbre ..tened to sue Mltec, a manufacturer of 
microwave components, for discharging 
hazardous wastes containing cyanide com­
pounds and toxic cadmium, chromium, and 

. nickel into a lagoon located on tbe property 
' from 1979 to 19S3.

Tbe state Is currently testing effluent 
from the lagoon to determine If it Is car- 

' clnogenic. The attorney general has taken 
the electronics manufacturer to court to 
force cleanup of tbe lagoons and tbe suit is 
set for trial In April. But the company, after 
a slow start, has begun to cooperate In the 
clean-up, according to Wright.

GAS CO. OF VERMONT, BARRE: This 
problem company is being sued tor storing 
135,000 gallons of coal tar sludge tor almost 
30 years. In two vats located near tbe 
Stevens branch of tbe Winooski River In 

' Barn.
According to Wright, the state suc­

cessfully negotiated the removal of tbe bulk 
. of tbe coal tar. But the state wanted tbe 

company to build a trench to stop remain­
ing hazardous wastes from leaching Into 
tbe ground. When It refused, tbe state 
decided to build the trench Itself and sue to 

‘ retrieve 11s expenses.
. " After a slow start, the company agreed to 

work on a resolution with the Attorney 
General’s Office and last week signed an 
agreement one day before tbe case was 
scheduled to be heard in court.

BURGESS BROTHERS SITE, WOOD­
FORD, NEAR BENNINOTON: Union Car­
bide used the Burgess Brothers sandpit In

Woodford as a landfill during tbe 1970s. 
Now, effluent containing dangerous 
chemicals Is feared by state officials to be - 
contaminating the brook that runs through . • 
town and msy be affecting water supplies. '

Twenty-three million pounds of waste 
containing small amounts of toxic and In 
some cases potentially carcinogenic com-' 
pounds was disposed here by Union Car- 
bide from 1971-1976. The waste contains 
<05,000 pounds of heavy metals, Including 
sodium and potassium hydroxides, 109,000' 
pounds of tine, <3,000 pounds of organic 
solvents such as trlchloroethene, 
tetrachloroethene and xylene, 42,000 
pounda of manganese dioxide, 12,000 
pounds of ammonia chloride, as well as 
mercury, sink chloride, lead, nickel, nickel ' 
chloride and lubricating oils.

Moye said Union Carbide bas hired e con­
sultant and bas made a proposal to clean up 
the landfill. The proposal Is currently . 
undergoing revision between company and 
state officials.

SAFETY CLEAN, BARRE: This com­
pany processes solvents and caustic 
materials generated by other Vermont 
companies and has lacked certain permlta, 
particularly a permit to store hazardous 

. waste until it can be treated. A notice of 
violation was filed with tbe Agency of En­
vironmental Conservation and the state has 
sought legal action to force compliance.

CHAMPLAIN CABLE CORP., COL­
CHESTER: Stored. chlorinated solvent*, ' 
freon, sod approximately M0. gallon! of. 
flammable solvents are being evaluated. A 
preliminary assessment has been cod-. 
ducted and further action l< scheduled la 
thesprlng.

GEORGIA PACIFIC CORP., GILMAN: 
Approximately 3,300 gallons of solvents 
were dumped here. Tbe site has not yet 
been' evaluated for hazards, but U Is 
scheduled for assessment prior tq 
September.

GLOBE UNION, JOHNSON CONTROLS, 
BENNINGTON: This company to being 
evaluated tor lead, oil and spill cleanup • 
debris located on aite. Tbe company now 1

'Waste Management ProgranTtor methane 
gas and other contaminant seepage. When 
new Environmental Secretary; Leonard 
WUson came Into office, Burlington Mayor 
Bernard Sanders asked that the dump be. 
kept open for three to five years. Wilson 
agreed to tbe suggestion with tbe stipula­
tion that there be greater control of the 
landfill. The City came to the Agency with a 
$1.2 million proposal to cover tbe tanfUl 
with soil to stop Infiltration Into the Inter­
vale, a section of Burlington.

The Agency said the landfill also needed 
an Interceptor ditch built between the land­
fill and the Intervale and that the leeched 
materiel would have to be disposed of at the 
dty sewage treatment plant. A bond vote 
for the work was narrowly defeated by 
voters In March..There Is no reference to 
the bond Issue in the state’s stipulation. It 
demands a schedule of closing the landfill 
and the building of an Interceptor ditch by 
October, IMS, according to ValeattneUl.

GENERAL ELECTRIC CO., BURL­
INGTON: Problem materials here a. 
plating waste sludge and other baiardo 
wastes. GE has received a notice of viol 
lion from the Agency of Environment 
Conservation for minor technical viola­
tions.

HOWE RICHARDSON SCALE CO., 
RUTLAND: Solvents and heavy metal 
Nudges were dumped here for decodes 
before tbe company was sold and closed 
about tour years ago. Little to known about 
the atatus-of these hazardous wastes.

i
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IBM, ESSEX JUNCTION: Treat* and/or 
stores about 4 million pounds of 

proprynol, freeon, dlethalene, heavy 
metals and flour idea, along with about 3,500 
gallons of various solvents on site. There is 
a groundwater contamination problem 
here, which tbe state has been monitoring 
for a number of years. Contaminated water 
to being withdrawn and treated.

RATHE ; LANDFILL, COLCHESTER: 
More than 7,000 gallons of chlorinated 
solvents, considered potenUal carcinogens, 
and beavy/metals have been dumped here. 
This site ,*111 be assessed by tbe Hazardous 
Materials Management Program and to be­
ing monitored by the Solid Waste Mane; * 
mep< Program of the Agency.

UNION CARBIDE CORP., BENS* 
INGTON and ST. ALBANS: Produces more 
than 500,000 kilograms of hazardous 
wastes, Including plating waste sludge and

- lUhlum-contalnlng bi-producta. Union Car* 
. bide shipped 1,560 gallons of solvents, In­
cluding trlchloroethyleae, lithium and lend 
batteries, lead-contaminated materials, 
oxidizers, corrosives, paint sludges, and 
sludges containing toxic organics and 
heavy metals in 1983. Previously, Union 
Carbide dumped some ol its hazardous

- wastes at the Burgess Landfill.
VERMONT LOO BUILDINGS, 

HARTLAND: Five percent pen- 
Uchloropbenol (considered a possible car­
cinogenic) and sawdust sludge to stored 
here. Tbe Department of Agriculture to 
monitoring tbe site.
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